
CAMPUS: All Boerne ISD Middle Schools
COURSE: 7th Grade Honors English Language Arts and Reading

Welcome to 7th Grade Honors English Language Arts and Reading!

Honors Summer Reading Assignment Purpose
Boerne ISD believes that the key to being a great reader is to read extensively, and the key to being a great
writer is through exposure to great writing. Reading is not solely reserved for the school year; life-long learning
stems from becoming a life-long reader. Summer provides time to enjoy uninterrupted reading that allows
students to absorb and contemplate ideas from their reading experience in preparation for beginning of the
school year literary discussions. Summer reading and the subsequent in-class assignments give students a strong
foundation to build upon as they move through the Honors/AP English Language Arts program.
ELAR Secondary Coordinator: Jayne M. Burton Jayne.Burton@boerneisd.net

Honors Summer Reading Book Choices
7th grade Honors English Language Arts and Reading (ELAR) classes require students to read ONE novel from
the selections below during summer break.  Because of the nature of the assignment, and because students will
be using the novel in class once returning in August, it is important to have a physical copy of the novel rather
than a digital copy.  It is the responsibility of the student and parent/guardian to make the appropriate selection.

Titles:
Dark Water Rising by Marian Hale
Galveston, Texas, may be the booming city of the brand-new twentieth century, but to Seth, it is the
end of a dream. He longs to be a carpenter like his father, but his family has moved to Galveston so
he can go to a good school. Still, the last few weeks of summer might not be so bad. Seth has a real
job as a builder and the beach is within walking distance. Things seem to be looking up, until a
storm warning is raised one sweltering afternoon. No one could have imagined anything like this.
Forget the future, Seth and his family will be lucky to survive the next twenty-four hours.
Drums, Girls & Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick
Thirteen-year-old Steven has a totally normal life: he plays drums in the All-Star Jazz band, has a
crush on the hottest girl in the school, and is constantly annoyed by his five-year-old brother,
Jeffrey. But when Jeffrey is diagnosed with leukemia, Steven's world is turned upside down. He is
forced to deal with his brother's illness and his parents' attempts to keep the family in one piece.
Salted with humor and peppered with devastating realities, Drums, Girls & Dangerous Pie is a
heart-warming journey through a year in the life of a family in crisis.
The Schwa Was Here by Neal Shusterman
The Schwa Was Here is the story of how a young Italian teenager called Antsy meets a boy called
Calvin Schwa, nicknamed the Schwa. The Schwa is so ordinary that he gets ignored by almost
everybody and is functionally invisible in a crowd. Antsy is fascinated by "The Schwa Effect"--the
fact that no one ever sees Calvin Schwa.  The two boys form a partnership and get away with all
kinds of mischief.  When The Schwa senses that even Antsy is beginning to lose sight of him, he
vows to do something that will make him so visible, no one will ever forget him. Any kid who's
ever felt unnoticed will identify with Schwa and Antsy and their quest for notoriety.
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Honors Summer Reading Annotation Assignment
While reading your novel, you will complete annotations either directly in the novel margins or using sticky
notes, whichever method works best for you.  Below are definitions and examples of the annotations you are
expected to use for this assignment.

Requirements for Annotations:
1. FOUR annotations per chapter using the ? - ! – and/or LD symbols (use a variety of the symbols)

o Each annotation has THREE elements: a highlight/underline, a symbol, AND a sentence.
1. Highlight/underline: Highlight or underline words/phrases in the text that catch your

attention.
2. Symbol: Think about why you highlighted or underlined the text and choose an

appropriate symbol from the chart below. Write the symbol in a margin near the
highlighted/underlined text.

3. Sentence: Write a sentence next to the symbol explaining your questions, thoughts, and
connections to the text.  See sentence stems in the chart below.

2. ONE annotation at the end of every chapter using the * symbol 
o This annotation has TWO elements: a symbol AND a paragraph.

1. Symbol: Write the * symbol at the end of every chapter.
2. Chapter Reflection: Write 3 or more sentences reflecting on the information you just

read.  Your reflection should focus on characters, situations, or events in the chapter that
changed, challenged, or confirmed something you already knew.

Symbol What this symbol
represents

Sentence stems for annotations 

Include FOUR annotations throughout EACH chapter using the three symbols below.

? Questions/Confusion
I did not know..
I was confused by…
The author assumed/thought I knew...

! Interesting/Surprising
Information

I was shocked about…
I was surprised when…
I could not believe...

LD Literary Device
The author used a simile / metaphor / personification / hyperbole … 
Why do you think the author used this particular figurative language? What is
the purpose?

At the END of EVERY chapter, include an annotation using the symbol below.  

* Chapter Reflection

At first I thought, but …
I had to rethink…
My understanding changed when…
I was right/wrong about...
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Due Date:
Students should have the reading of the novel and the annotation assignment completed and ready to
turn in to their teacher on the first day of ELAR class. This assignment will be counted as a daily grade.
Honors ELAR students will continue to use their novel for various additional assignments throughout the first
grading quarter, and, once returned, are expected to have the novel with them in class every day until further
notice by the teacher.  Students who do not have their completed assignment on the first day of ELAR class for
the Fall 2021 semester may be given a late penalty and will be given guidelines to complete the assignment in a
timely manner.

Plagiarism:
In order to fully prepare our students for expectations at the collegiate level, plagiarism of any kind is
unacceptable. Please refer to the following link for guidance:
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/avoiding_plagiarism/index.html. There are many resources available online, at the
library, and in bookstores.
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